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Yorkhill & Kelvingrove Community Council 

Minutes of meeting 
19 March 2015 at Kelvingrove Tennis Pavilion 

 
Present:  Gavin Carre, James Davidson, John Gerrard, Susan McComb (minutes), Bill McIntosh, Don 
MacKeen, , Neil McPherson, Anthony Ownsworth, Sheena Penson,  Wendy Shaw (Chair), Jean Taylor 
Apologies : Lesley Dunlop, Gary O’Donnell, Anne Weir, Cllr Nina Baker 
Attending: Eleanor Lee, CSG, Louise McMonagle, CSG, Sgt Alan Cotton, plus 7 member of public 
 
1. Chairperson’s Opening remarks, attendance and apologies 
 
W Shaw welcomed everyone to the meeting and apologies were noted.  
 
2. Call for Any Other Business 
 
3 items of AOB were noted. 
 
3. Minutes of meeting of 19/2/15, matters arising and actions 
 
AO requested the following amendment to the minute of the last meeting. Item 3. Actions: 
Add “There is no suggestion of impropriety, just that a breakdown of expenditure was not 
available.” 
Approval of minutes was therefore deferred until the next meeting 
 
Arising from this, AO said that he was not able to produce detailed accounts and that the 
services of an accountant should be engaged if more detail was required.  There was a 
general response that this was not necessary as all that was required was simple book-
keeping.  SMcC emphasised that there was no accusation of impropriety, but that accurate 
records were necessary for future budgeting purposes and transparency.  And, given that 
we are spending more than our annual admin allowance, it was important to identify where 
savings could be made. 
 
Actions 
WS – has spoken to Tesco. See Chair’s Report 
 
4. Community Police Report 
 
Sgt Alan Cotton presented a verbal report as follows: 
15 January - 18 February  
139 incidents reported - 53 of which resulted in crime reports.   
No serious assaults, 1 common assault, 5 Breaches of Peace, No drug dealing, though 1 
reported for possession, 2 attempt house breaks, 1 theft of pedal cycle, 1 theft from vehicle. 
Continued reports of opportunistic thefts.  Remind everyone no to leave items in plain view.  
Most house burglaries happen during the day 
G Carre agreed to investigate presence of container storage on Minerva Street which has 
been used as urinal by Hydro crowds. 
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Abandoned bikes chained to street furniture and down pipes should be reported to LES 
 
5. Community Safety Glasgow (CSG) 
 
Eleanor Lee, Operations Manager and Louise McMonagle, Area Co-ordinator provided an 
insight into CSG’s work and answered questions.  They expressed hope that their 
attendance at our meetings could be more regular. CSG is a company owned by Glasgow 
City Council and the Scottish Police Authority operating in partnership with each other and 
focus on tackling crime, anti-social behaviour and community safety. 
Action is prioritised by analysis of statistics reported by the Police, elected members, the 
community and other agencies and cover 4 main key objectives; including safety, 
environment and gender based violence. Very few reports are received from our 
Community Council area.  Allocation of CSG resources are determined by need therefore if 
there are no reports then we may not fully benefit from their services.  
 
CCTV – it was suggested that there ought to be an increase in the provision of CCTV in the 
area given the large crowds visiting the area.  Mobile CCTV vehicles are available if 
circumstances require it. 
 
Qs Littering from Hydro Crowds – Venue management do not have responsibility for it.  
Community Safety finish at 9.30 pm, but issues can arise after that. 
Mr Kolzlowski from Sikorski House, Park Terrace, advised the meeting that he was a third 
party reporter in the initiative dedicated to reporting hate crime.  
Fixed penalties for littering – only 3 penalties issues between 0ct – Feb.  
 
Community encouraged to report issues however there is perceived to be lack of confidence 
that reported incidents are dealt with.  Map of area and post-it notes were circulated so 
those in attendance could advise of problem areas. 
 
6. Planning Sub-Committee Report, J Gerrard – Report Attached 
 
Note :  Another Proposal of Application Notice (PoAN) for 110 Minerva Street.  It would 
suggest that the original plans have been radically revised plans.  Exhibition of plans will be 
held on 22 April St Vincent bowling Club.  
 
Partick/Govan Planning Charrette held at Riverside Museum – community collaborative 
urban design event for better linking of Partick and Govan.   Scottish Govt, Glasgow city 
planners and various agencies and interest groups attended. Ideas put forward and 
discussed were a new pedestrian bridge perhaps funded by the New City Deal. By chance it 
was discovered that an initial meeting had been held about Yorkhill Hospital estate.  There 
will be time after site evacuated to contribute to masterplan. 
Action:   SMcC will ask Cllr Baker if any info is available re land ownership of hospital.  
 
7. Community Planning Report – J Gerrard  - Report Attached 
 
Of note are the appalling child poverty statistics for the Ward.  30% of children living in 
poverty and as was noted by Cllr Baker these stats only cover those families claiming 
benefits and could conceal other cases of in work poverty. 
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8. Office Bearer Reports  
 
Copies of Chair’s Report, Vice Chair Report, Secretary Report made available at the meeting.  
All attached included Treasurer’s report which arrived to late to be duplicated. 
 
9. Project updates: 
Finnieston Train Station – no update to report 
Finnieston Public Realm/Waste management – SMcC and Gavin Carre attended a meeting 
convened by Cllr Braat at the City Chambers.  A number of proposals were discussed and 
will be explored.  A survey of bin ‘hotspots’ being carried out.  
  
10. Local Councillor’s Updates 
 
Corunna street site has been sorted and site cleared hording fixed.   Will meet on site with 
Community Safety and Cleansing.  Concerned about anecdoatal reports of drug use activity 
on the site.  
Last meeting points raised – Partick Bridge inspected and deemed to be in a fair conditions 
and is safe.  Vegetation will be cleared but no full refurbishment being planned but as a 
listed structure it will be prioritised in future. 
Requested greater presence of police during hydro events.  
Portacabin on Minerva street – planning enforcement looking into it and hopefully will be 
informed by next meeting.    
Jubilee Gate – now officially opened and lights should be working  
Yorkhill site – will look into any available information. 
Derby Street – now a cleansing priority 
 
11. AOB 
 
Wm McIntosh raised the issue of an HMO at 7 Radno Stre where police called out 
repeatedly in one night. Continuing to operate as an HMO.  Is there a mechanism for 
revoking licenses?  License may be waiting to expire.   PB will make enquiry 
 
S Penson – Must do more to publicise meetings.  Requests everyone to identify 3 sites and 
be responsible for placing notices each month at those sites.  SMcC will produce the notice. 
ACTION S Penson & all 
H Fitzgerald - Trees around bowling greens being replaced – concern over loss.  
M Owush-Konadu  Mosque youth adopt Overnewton Square for area clean ups. 
Vote on cleansing motion previously circulated -  all in favour. 
 
12. Date of next meeting – 16 April, 21 May, 18 June 

 

yokecoco@gmail.com 
http://yokecoco.wordpress.com 

www.facebook.com/yokecoco 
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   Chair’s Report  Feb/March 2015 
 
Attended the pre-planning application public exhibition on Thursday 5th March 2015 in 
Partick library for the erection of residential development and creation of river walkway at 
Beith Street/Castlebank street.   
This is the section next to the river between the 700 bed student accommodation 
development West Village, that is currently under construction, and the railway bridge.  The 
scheme is for a total of 375 residential units with primarily one and two bedroom private 
flats.  Buildings of 10/11 storeys adjacent to the river.  Reducing to 6/7 storey buildings next 
to the road.  Had a feel similar to the existing Glasgow Harbour development.  No play park 
provision. Didn’t give the impression of being intended for families.  
A clearly defined walkway next to the river open and accessible to the public.  Undercroft 
parking provision.   
Development team in discussion with two housing associations for social provision – not 
clear how much. 
Phase 2 proposed a second substantial student block (Downings the developer/provider) 
bookending the site, adjacent to the railway line.  
No pedestrian link up to riverside museum, but they were indicating on the drawings that 
there may be a future footbridge provision just before the railway bridge.  
Response date of 20th March.  I confirmed the date of our next meeting and the need for an 
opportunity to discuss.  They would accept any comments from us after the 20th.   

 
Spoke to the manager at Tesco’s Argyle Street Store, which is the one on the corner of Old 
Dumbarton Road.  Interestingly they have named the Tesco store opposite Berkeley Street 
Tesco Yorkhill!  Confusing.   
I asked about the potential for community benefit images to be used in the windows.  Three 
points to note – they have had planning refused previously.  They are concerned that if they 
are not able to put anything in the windows they will very quickly become unsightly due to 
dead flies and water from back of the fridges.  They are keen to use images of Glasgow as 
they have done at the window on the corner.   
They also have a community notice board where I will ensure we advertise our community 
council meetings.  

 
Was very interested to read about the We Are Sauchiehall event. A public workshop that 
was held on the 3rd March and is the first in a series of events looking at the future of the 
Sauchiehall District over the next ten years.   Further information available on the Glasgow 
City Council website or at www.sauchiehall.net 
 
Wendy Shaw 
 16/3/15 

 

http://www.sauchiehall.net/
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    Secretary’s Report  March ‘15 
 
New Website 
Our current website hosting arrangement with CCRC will end on 31 March.  CCRC facilitated 
a 2 hour training session on Wordpress, the preferred free website application.   SMcC 
attended the training and is currently building the new website:  new web address is 
https://yokecoco.wordpress.com 
 
Plum Tree Planting 
Following the felling of a mature flowering cherry tree at the foot of Sandyford Street, GCC 
agreed to our request for fruit trees as a replacement.   2 plum trees were planted on 4th 
March, SMcC and Sheena Penson were present. 
 
SMcComb 18/3/15 
 
 
 
 
 

   Vice-Chairpersons Report March ‘15 

Whiteinch W.H. Malcolm Waste Facility Proposal 

With G.O’Donnell, I attended the community engagement event held for the proposed 
waste incinerator and processing facility for W.H. Malcolm in Whiteinch. While the 
environmental concerns I felt may be an issue were well covered, I had several concerns 
relating to this site. 

 There was a statement that no odour emission was “expected” as a part of the sites 
operation. That the proposal does not directly rule it out makes me concerned that they are 
allowing themselves a legal loophole for if there is a pervasive odour emitting from their 
site.  

Secondly, I asked why this facility wasn’t being located outside of a densely populated urban 
area. It would appear legislation states that if a facility provides secondary electricity and 
heat to the surrounding areas residential properties, the site should benefit the most 
residential properties. This makes a densely urban area the ideal site according to 
legislation.  

Finally, I feel that placing such a facility in an area limits and relegates an areas potential to 
develop and flourish in terms of their demographic, public health or money invested in the 
area by private investors and the local authority. Whiteinch should be given the opportunity 
as we have to become more than what they are if the community wishes to push for it, and I 
feel this development would create a reason for a lack of investment in the area.  

For these reasons, I cannot agree to this development, and ask that the community council 
consider objecting regardless of how certain we are of the planning committee approving 
the plans.  
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Commercial Bins Steering Group 

On Friday 15th Mar, S.McC and I met with Ballie Braat, a number of council officers, and 
representatives of the emerging traders association to discuss the issues of commercial bins. 
Current proposals include condensing the commercial bins into commercial bin sheds in 
selected spaces throughout our area, which traders will communally use and agree to a 
single waste collector per shed. Our main criteria and aims for this project remains to 
remove the vast majority of commercial bins for our street and improve public health. We 
also wish to see these bin sheds as an improvement to the street scape and so will argue for 
their aesthetic value as well.  

However, we are glad to report progress and may have a better idea of how these bin sheds 
will look at the next meeting.  

Cleansing Sub-committee Steering Group 

On Tuesday 3rd Mar, I met with A.Weir and N.McPherson to discuss the setup of a cleansing 
subcommittee. We set out a few initial areas to discuss with LES, but also agreed the 
attached motion for the formation of the cleansing subcommittee.  

The motion sets out the obligations to take any complaints or reports regarding the 
cleansing of the area, and the rights of the subcommittee to be treated as the authority 
within the community council on all cleansing matters, along with who may attend meetings 
and the protocol for chairing and voting during the meetings.  

Action Points from February meeting 

Ox & Finch – A member of the public pointed out a number of issues with this restaurant 
that are directly affecting him and his neighbours. I am in the process of drafting a letter, 
after discovering the issue may be more complicated than apparent due to deeds and 
conditions for the close. However, I am sure that this is a firm starter issue for the cleansing 
subcommittee, and building communications with the traders association (whom I am 
including as a consultee on this matter as a courtesy).  

Cleansing issues – There were a number of cleansing issues that required immediate 
attention, including security of front and back doors. In addition, questions were raised 
regarding the street sweeping of Kelvin Way. I forwarded these concerns onto Eddie 
Scanlon, and have received assurances of action, though I intend to ask further questions 
regarding operational procedure during the first cleansing subcommittee meeting, to which 
E.Scanlon will be invited.  

Somerset Nursery Bins – I can confirm I believe these bins to be inappropriately placed next 
to the Jubilee gates of Kelvingrove park. However, due to writing my dissertation, I was not 
able to draft a letter to deal with this matter. I will do so post haste.  

Gavin A. Carre 
17/3/15 
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     Community Planning Report.   March 2015 
 

The Anderston/City Partnership met on March 5th. 

 
The main items discussed were: 

Cleansing and Fire Safety. 
A report on environmental issues in the Ward noted hotspots 
where cleansing problems were most acute. 
Finnieston/Sandyford came out as the worst of all, where refuse 
collection had already been given priority. 

This statistic should be helpful in keeping up pressure for better 
regulation of commercial premises in our area, along with other 
recent information that will be discussed at this meeting. 
The representative of the Fire and Rescue service was asked if 
landlords of HMOs had to possess fire safety certificates and 
whether their tenants were given the necessary information. He 

will confirm the position at the next Partnership meeting/ 
 
Child Poverty. 

A report was received on the incidence of child poverty in the 

Ward. Overall it appeared that one child in four suffered in this 
way but that this was a lower percentage than the city-wide 
average of nearly 30%. 
No separate figure was available for our own Community Council 
area. 
 
Funding Applications. 

None were submitted for projects in our area. 
However a (controversial) proposal was submitted by Police 
Scotland for the purchase of cycles for the Community Police 
team detailed to patrol the riverside. 
 
 

The next meeting of the Partnership is planned for May 28th.. 

 
 
J.G.   17 March 2015 
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  Planning Subcommittee Report  
mid February to mid March 2015 

 

 
 

 

We decided to make no comment on this previous application. 
 
1325 Argyle Street. (Tesco) 
Window vinyls. 

 
No comment was needed on this new application. 

 
26 Woodside Place 
Paint removal from stonework, front elevation. 
 
Proposal of Application. 
 

110 Minerva Street. 
Residential development. 

New proposal for project. 
Exhibition date.22 April. 
 
Other activity.) 
 
Partick/Govan Charrette. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

J.G.  17 March 2015.  
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   Yorkhill & Kelvingrove Community Council  
 
Report of the Treasurer - March 2015  
 
Ladies and Gentlemen of Council and members of our Community, at this mid- point in our 
financial year, I thought a brief report of the Community Council’s financial position may be 
of interest and would be useful for future financial planning by the Executive. I can report 
the funds resulting from Glasgow City Council award of the Administrative Allowance, have 
been received.  Regrettably there has been no increase to our basic allowance, but there 
has been a marginal additional amount resulting from population weighting.  
 
The financial report here under covers the period, 1st September 2014 -28th February 2015.  
 
INCOME  
Administrative allowance from GCC  
Basic Grant £500.00  
Additional allowance,  
Weighted for population 74.18  
Total Income £574.18  
Less Insurance £ 64.74  
Total Net Income £509. 44  
 
Expenditure  
Venue Hire £136.80  
Miscellaneous £243.59 
Total Expenditure £380.39 
Within the miscellaneous the only abnormal was the purchase of a new printer. 
 Funds at hand, Secretary’s float, £36.48  
Bank balance at 28th Feb.’15 £3,823.49 
 
In general, our expenditure is running in line with our expenditure levels over the last two 
financial years. With the cut backs currently being experienced by the City Council it is 
unlikely the administrative allowance will be increased. I can confirm the venue hire for 
tonight has been paid.  Whilst we have this venue booked up to June 2015, I would 
recommend that the Secretary extend our booking through to June 2016 to ensure our  
continuity at Kelvingrove, as bookings for all venues are available as of 1st April2015 for the 
coming year. I will issue a cheque for £100 to ensure the Secretary’s float is serviced, in case  
there is an unforeseen expenditure need or it is decided to have another community 
engagement drive before the Summer recess.  
 
 
For Yorkhill & Kelvingrove Community Council  
Antony Ownsworth BA MSc MBA CDipAF FCIBSE FSSL  
Treasurer 

 


