
Yorkhill & Kelvingrove Community Council
Minutes of meeting held on

15th March 2018
7pm Kelvingrove Tennis Pavilion

Present A.Weir (Vice), N. McPherson (Tres), J. Gerrard (Planning) Alan Black Attending: Angus Millar, C 
Mearns, P.Braat, I Crawford (PSS) G McKay (SWG3), 7 Members of the public.
Apologies: Wendy Shaw (chair), Lee Grant (secretary), Gavin Carre, M Hanif, S Manson, E.Bolander,

1. Chairperson's Opening remarks, attendance and apologies

A Weir, vice chair, welcomed all to the meeting.  

2. Call for Any Other Business

3. Minutes of meeting of 15th February 2018 matters arising and actions. 

 One matter arising from last month’s minutes 

 Resident Rod McCauley’s opinion on Dockyard social not entered in minutes,

 Noise levels from live bands echoing around the neighbourhood are causing a disruption. The 
music is being played from 12 noon to late at night and is being experienced by residents like an 
open air concert. 

 Increased traffic parking in the area during events. It was noted by residents that cars were 
parking in disabled bays and in sections of the road not marked for parking during events.

 Large commercial bins now present on Haugh Rd full of food waste left for long periods of time. 
These bins are also overfilled and not able to close properly.

 Obstruction to footpath access being experienced by several residents when trying to pass the 
venue. People are often forced to walk on the road as the footpath is blocked by bins and vans 
during events.

 Large long wheel based vans are parking on bays designed for regular sized cars. This protrusion 
into Haugh Rd often reduces the road form a regular 2 way street to a one way street during 
events.

 Residents have noticed an increase in random rubbish on the Haugh Rd on the days during and 
after events, such as empty beverage bottles and other random food waste packaging.

 It was also noted that the structural integrity of the building is suspect for this kind of activity. This 
building was originally designed and used as a distribution warehouse for operatives with forklift 
trucks and items stored on pallets etc. Now it is being used as a combined live 
music/bar/restaurant venue with minimal adaptions made to the building. General health and 
safety and fire hazard concerns have been raised. This building has not got a rear access/exit to 
current knowledge and all access is from the front of the building using a wooden partition 
underneath a large metal shutter which raises additional safety concerns. 

 Large generators and heat blowers were positioned on Haugh Rd providing heat and electricity 
during several of the events at the end of 2017. This was also highlighted as a safety concern.

 The fact that the operators are functioning using a temporary licence repeatedly to build funds to 
pay for upgrades is also a concern. The question was posed: how many temporary licences are 
allowed to the same operators before it is clear they are taking advantage of the system?

 The operators also state that they are all about the community but it appears that they have 
failed to consult the local community properly regarding anything they are doing. An embossed 
paper letter was delivered to local residents several weeks after opening that included repeated 



mentions of helping the elderly in the area. To resident’s knowledge after consultation with 
several elderly people in the area, there hasn't been any connection made with this section of the 
local population. 

 The operators are insisting that their motives are purely for the local community and training the 
homeless in a "cooking school" on the premises. The premises does not seem fit for anything 
other than its original design leading to suspicion by many residents that this motive is being used 
as a guise to proceed with their plans to operate a live music/food/bar venue.

 Pro: Alan Black Sec: Neil McPherson, The minutes were accepted as a true and accurate record.

4. Community Police report 

NB Averages in red

NB. Averages in red

1. Violent Crime
 Assault (x2, 0 detected) (3.3)

2. Drug Dealing & Drug Misuse

3. Antisocial Behaviour
 Breach of the Peace (x2, 1 detections) (3.1)

4. Dishonesty
 Theft (x5, 0 detections) (4.9)
 Theft/attempt of pedal cycle (x2, 0 detections) (7.6)
 House breaking/attempt (x7, 0 detections) (2.5)

Reminder – secure your property as well as possible, use all locks on doors, keep valuables out of sight in vehicles.

Crimes/Issues to Note

There was 7 house breakings this month 3 of them seem to be connected, with the use of a van and using 
back lanes as access to ground floor flats. Christy Mearns asked PSS Crawford if there were reports of 
graffiti, Officer Crawford said there was no reports of this in the last month. Gary from SWG3 asked were 
the graffiti was and Christy said she had reports of this at the clydeside express way, Gary said that he was 
a graffiti writer and that he has worked with police Scotland and British transport police to try and calm 
down the amount of graffiti. Since SWG3 moved down there 15 years ago there has been a massive 
difference in the amount of graffiti in the area we have before and after pictures.  There has been reports 
of two students one from Spain the other from Italy they are heavily hitting the area trying to make a 
name for themselves. There is talk about us getting 25 railway arches and getting something decent on 
them to stop the graffiti.

5. Local Councillors Updates. 



Christy Mearns.

Apologies for not being here the past couple of months, which means I have a longer report than normal. 
I would like to update you with what I have been doing, I have been meeting Glasgow West Housing 
Association about the large domestic waste bins on Berkeley Street hoping to get a solution to get these 
off the pavement, Glasgow West is saying that they are not going to look at options for adapting the back 
courts to accommodate these bins. The council’s view was quite feasible, it would mean knocking down a 
new brick wall so that all the bins could be taken out for all the back courts. Glasgow city council  can only 
suggest this they cannot enforce it.The Tesco that have their cages on the pavement has been an ongoing 
problem and I have been meeting with them to try and sort this out the manager says they do not have 
space inside to keep them in the back shop. I have been in touch with land and environmental services 
and they have said this is unacceptable and they would be getting in touch with Tesco to solve this. John 
Gerrard said it would be  worth checking the planning application to see if there was a condition to have 
them stored inside, Christy said that she is sure there was so they are breaching their planning 
application. I will look into this. I have been working with DRS and some residents to get a factor installed 
at a property in Argyle Street the issue is that there is vacant businesses underneath, however there is 
discussions going on with various people and there has been an offer for some grant assistance for 
common repairs which is another way of encouraging a factor to come on board, Hopefully we will get a 
new factor in the area. There has been a few licencing and housing issues I have been dealing with, and 
on a personnel level I am aware of the issues with the Dockyard Social and I am on the licencing board so I 
was able to call these issues to the licencing board, there is no public consultation required for an 
occasional licence as they are temporary, because there has been so many issues I have reported this to 
the licencing board. They were brought in and some of these issues were raised with them and they 
assured us that they would take them into account, they would take a look at where the speakers were 
situated, and they said that they have notified residents about when they were having an event. Resident 
Rod McCauley told Christy that the Dockyard Social never contacted him or any of the other residents 
about any planning temporary or otherwise and he lives next door to the premises all he receives is the 
noise and disruption. They came last month and spoke about what he is going to do in the community but 
he has not consulted anybody to my knowledge. He also asked how many temporary licences can one 
premises receive how long can they operate on these licences, Christy said that the licencing board have 
granted these licences because they have proved that they have applied for planning permission . They 
can’t apply for a full licence yet because they don’t have planning permission. Rod asked Christy for the 
details of the licencing boards list so that he and other residents can have the choice to object to the 
temporary licences. Angus said his concern was that when the chap came to the meeting last month he 
seemed to be saying he understands about the building not being suitable, but he to operate to get funds 
to get planning permission. Angus said this is not how things work you can’t set up without the proper 
permissions you require, I am concerned about this but I am encouraged that Christy is working on this. 
Christy said also another licencing thing has come up through the policy development process has been 
the issue about the external seating areas extending onto the pavements. In response to this issue I have 
suggested the use of studs to designate exactly where the seating should be allowed, and that suggestion 
has been taken on board and is being explored by the strategy team.  It would be much easier to see if 
chairs were out too far. I have also been working with Yorkhill Greenspaces going along to planting days 
and helping them to get bulbs, and also the Overnewton play area upgrade, I have been pushing for the 
park to be upgraded and I finally got a date for when that will be, but I can’t remember when it will be in 
the next few months, but I will find out about that. The speed of the traffic is generally an issue I have 
been raising this with LES, and particularly Argyle Street where there is secondary roads coming into 
Argyle Street can be quite manic when it is busy, especially when going from one secondary road to 
another when there is no roundabout that would contain that mess. The suggestion of zebra crossings has 
been passed on to officers and they are going to find out the feasibility of this and they will be doing a 
speed analyse of the area to find out if it is pedestrian friendly and I am sure it is not. I have asked for a 
speed survey to be carried out in Berkeley Street and that is going to be done in May. 



Angus Miller.

So just a few thing to run through, last month I gave a wee update on the hospital site and I was going to 
come back to you after the meeting  at the start of March between the  Council and the NHS and the 
Scottish futures trust  just to touch base about the future of the site. Anne said that she spoke to a 
resident, and they told her that a doctor in the minor injuries unit told her that the unit was closing in 
April, The resident said that the doctor told when she attended the unit after a fall in the ice. Angus said 
that the council had not been told about this. My understanding was that they were looking at Gartnaval 
hospital as an alternative site, I have not received any notice of it closing I assume because they want for 
a housing site it will be closing at some point, but I would like to have that information I will try and find 
out. Anne said that when she went to the consultation and Yorkhill was mentioned they said as it would 
be closing in two years’ time it would not be feasible, then the next thing we heard it was being reinstated 
at Yorkhill. Angus said he will get an update on the future of the minor injuries unit. There already has 
been some demolition works on the site, the NHS advises that they should be able to update us on the 
site in the summer. The council have told the NHS that any development on the site would require master 
planning, and each stage of that process would require community consultation, and people would be 
allowed to submit their views on what happens to the site which is a good thing as the council won’t let 
anything happen without that process. I have requested a meeting with DRS Officers soon to talk about 
this, and once I have done that I will try and arrange an update to the community council, possibly it will 
be in the next few months. The early time scales I have are they are looking to have the site or at least the 
most of it ready for sale and then development in 2019. In terms of actual work taking place might be if 
there are doing it in a phased approach part of the site might be ready about 2020 it’s a good few years 
away and these are the things being worked out at the master plan phase. I will give you an update as and 
when I get them. I will be trying to get someone to present or at least have a formal update to the 
community council when there is something to update. Another few things that came up last month was 
a couple of folk mentioned the bin at Kelvingrove Street at the entrance to the park, it belongs to the 
nursery environmental health officers went out to speak to them and they said that their waste 
contractors are not locking the bin when they empty it which means other people are able to put rubbish 
in it, so the environmental health officer told them they must make sure this is done and to keep an eye 
on their contractor and they will be monitoring this to make sure it is done. There has been some more 
lights out at Old Dumbarton Road and Yorkhill Street I have asked if they would repair them and I have 
been told they have repaired ones that they could find, so please let me know if you see any more that 
need repaired. Over the next couple of years the lights will be replaced with LED ones that have an alarm 
on them so they will be able to know if they need repaired. Smart bins have been installed in Buchannan 
Street these are large rectangular bins that compact the waste and there is a monitor that lets the council 
know how full they are so they can go and empty them. They do not have to go and empty them more 
often because the waste get compacted down and when the bin is nearly full they have an alert 
notification to go and empty the bin if they could roll this over the whole city it would improve the way 
that we do cleansing and things like lighting, hopefully this will happen in the next few years. I have asked 
cleansing to keep an eye out for fly tipping in the back court at Green Chilli. This week Eva and I met with 
a man from refuse One resident said that the bins in Kelvin Way have not been emptied regularly .Angus 
said at the meeting I got to raise my concerns about of the state of refuse collections and about missed 
collections he said that if there was a missed collection because of no access they are supposed to put this 
on their sheet, they are supposed to but don’t always. We asked why there was not any way that this 
could be done electronically with one man on the team logging missed collections. I have been informed 
that over the next year or so this will be introduced. I will find out the actual time scale for this. I also 
think that the cleansing should be getting in touch with factors about obtaining access to backcourts and 
bin shelters they should have an access plan for the area. There was also a bin outside the Korean 
restaurant, I asked who it belonged to and nobody claimed it so it was removed. Planning enforcement, 
the windows in North Claremont Street a planning enforcement notice has been served they have until 
the 5th of April to appeal, but I have not heard if they have appealed. There is a licencing consultation for 
HMOs, There is a planning policy in the council is if you want to have a HMO you have to have planning 
permission and you won’t get permission if you in a tenement you have to have front door access so that 
is the planning policy, but when you go to licencing to get your HMO licence at the moment they don’t 
check. Because of the concerns raised by communities and by elected members we now have a 



consultation looking at how we deal with HMOs in the city and one of the things that is being considered 
is whether or not we will have a requirement that HMO applicants have planning permission and that is 
something that I am keen to see because there is no point having a planning policy that says you can’t get 
a HMO then licensing says yes that makes no sense. Last thing I was going to mention was student 
accommodation. So this week a committee that Christy is on has considered a paper on student 
accommodation, you are quite aware of my feelings on this is that there is too much of it and I think we 
mentioned before there has already been within city development as of last year there is a provision for a 
planning policy for councillors on planning to say enough is enough. In terms if there is too much in the 
area so they won’t consider student accommodation here, however that still hasn’t been tested in an 
actual planning application and my views are that is not strong enough in terms of making clear where 
student accommodation should be considered or not, so that is why we are pleased the neighbourhoods 
committee is progressing, approaching a development policy on student accommodation.

6. Planning Sub‐Committee Report‐John Gerrard

Report attached

All community councillors present agreed to John sending an objection letter to the council about the 
student accommodation on Sandyford Street.

7. Community Planning Report – John Gerrard 

Report attached. 

The next meeting will be on the 19th of April.

8. Cleansing Sub‐ committee Report‐ Neil McPherson

Report Attached. 

Philip’s report

Sorry for being late, I will keep it brief Mr Ashton has been in touch about Kelvin way, the cleansing said 
they were going to clean it and disappointedly it was not done, there was also something that you raised 
the concerns about Scottish   power digging up Grey Street you wanted know if it was the south part or 
the north it not going to be the north but the south which means the road that was laid a couple of years 
ago won’t be dug up. I the south part will have the road resurfaced after the works are done which it 
badly needs done I don’t know if it will have the cobbles replaced or if it will be tarmacked, Enforcement 
has been in touch with Joe Mullholland about the containers in his yard and they have told him these 
must be removed.

11. AOB 

Date of Next Meeting –19th April




