
Chair’s Report ‐ AGM of the Yorkhill and Kelvingrove Community Council.  

I’m proud to say that this is my third AGM giving the chair’s address.  Although chair in title, I feel lucky 
to be part of such a collaborative, supportive and engaged community council.  It is most definitely 
not a hierarchical organisation and is one where everyone’s voice is heard.   We are also lucky that we 
have a diverse range of skills, interests and approaches that makes collaborative working a pleasure, 
not a challenge. 

We sadly lost two wonderful community councillors earlier this year.  Bill McIntosh died in February 
and Helia Neto died in March.  They are sadly missed and we remember them fondly again now.    

We as a Community Council recognise that we are primarily here to engage with and represent the 
views of the community.  Therefore, I would like to start with thanks to everyone who has joined us 
throughout the year and contributed to our discussions, expressed their opinions and raised concerns.  
Without community involvement there would be no Community Council.  Regular attendees, you 
know who you are, and we thank you for your support.

For those not able to attend meetings our facebook page continues to engage and enable our 
community residents to communicate with us rapidly about real time issues in the area.   We now 
have 850 followers on facebook with many active contributors amongst them.  

Last year we held our first gala day with the objective of fundraising for and establishing Yorkhill 
Greenspaces Organisation to take the ideas and energy forward.   I’m pleased to say that we have 
achieved that. Yorkhill Greenspaces is already starting to wash its own face, with clean ups organised 
and a proactive committee.  

Not so lucky with the weather this year the Yorkhill Gala day was a decidedly quieter, muddier affair.  
But still a strong testament to community spirit.   People did turn out and we worked hard to ensure 
that the costs were kept low for local families to make it accessible to all.  The chess sessions in the 
overnewton centre were a great rainy day hit and the aikido club that utilise the overnewton centre 
gave an impressive demonstration of what they do.  And Yorkhill’s own mini bluelight festival was a 
hit with the young and old alike.  Jewel in the crown would have to be the dog show organised by Well 
Groomed West End and this will hopefully be a regular feature going forward. 

Other local projects have started to deliver real improvements in the local environment – with 
increased cycle parking, pavement resurfacing, junction improvements to prevent dangerous 
driving/parking, next bike provision, and our own bike pump.  We have also worked in partnership to 
develop a draft cycling strategy/plan for the area. We are also working with local businesses to 
improve local planting and bring back to life redundant corners/spaces.  Trying to minimise the impact 
of commercial bins and outdoor seating and ensure that the pavements remain accessible and 
navigable for all we continue to work with local businesses to make the most of the area for all who 
live and those who visit our area.  We have seen the cherry park rescued from becoming a landfill site 
and the area map and street signage projects are also both progressing well.  

Special mention to 

Gavin who is standing down as vice chair (co‐chair).  Whilst Gavin will still honour us with his presence 
on the community council he is unable to commit the time required going forward to the vice chair 
role.  We would all like to say a huge thank you to Gavin for his contribution.  For his understanding 
of process and constitution, his ability to write a shirty email when required, his patience and passion 
and his holding to account of those when needed.  He has also lead the cleansing sub‐committee in 
what feels, at times, like an interminable campaign to clean up the area and see the issue of 



commercial bins properly addressed.   He has written up the majority of the minutes and supported 
Yorkhill Greenspaces to form itself as an organisation.  

John for your continued guidance and expert representation on local planning issues.  Your quiet 
steadfastness and knowledge makes you a reassuring rock in the sometimes turbulent world of 
planning and what has felt, at times, like a student residences siege. 

Lee as super secretary.  What needs to be said.  Your bottomless energy, creativity and can do attitude 
makes so much actually happen.  And with such a good eye for design, happen in an aesthetically 
pleasing manner as well!  Your ability to court the media to our advantage is also a skill to behold.  

I would like to say how impressed I am with how you have embraced your role of treasurer over the 
last year, Ann.  You have gone above and beyond your role and it has been a pleasure to see your 
increased confidence and engagement in all areas of the community council.  Stepping up to become 
our area planning partnership deputy for John and your ongoing support for Yorkhill Greenspaces.  
You are now at the centre of the community council. 

Neil – chief tree lopper and stank warden.  Your patience and dogged determination to protect and 
secure the Steiner school site deserves special mention.  

Yorkhill Housing Association for their support at the gala day. 

Last but by no means least thanks must go to the Local Councillors for their continued support through 
regularly attending the Community Council meetings and helping to follow up on issues raised.  
Working together for the community is key and I think we have successfully demonstrated that over 
the last 12 months. 

Looking to the future ‐ what does the next year hold? 

 We need to reengage with Scottish Futures Trust to ensure we remain involved in the Yorkhill 
Hospital site disposal and development 

 After the successful pavement resurfacing, additional next bike stations and the bicycle pump 
we want to build on the cycling infrastructure in our area and push the work on the draft 
cycling strategy/plan for the area

 Improved street signage for the area
 Project to capture the history of the area 

Lastly I would once again like to extend my heartfelt thanks to all the Community Council members 
and associate members for giving up their time and energy to support the Community Council this 
year.   Sometimes it gets lost in the process that we are just humble community members who 
volunteer our time to try to do right by our neighbourhood.  We deserve to take the time to commend 
ourselves. 


