
Chair of Yorkhill and Kelvingrove Community Council  

 

Sandra White (MSP) 

 Constituency Office,  

1274 Argyle Street,  

Glasgow,  

G3 8AA               

13th November 2018 

 

Dear Sandra White, 

 

Appeal decision of 18/00301/FUL 

 

Firstly, I would like to thank you, Alison and Angus for your support in this matter.  Your letter to Baillie 

Elder (dated 1st November) was considered and accurate.  It is genuinely appreciated to feel that the 

voice of the community is recognised and our frustration felt.  This appeal decision has damaged our 

belief in GCC in relation to planning, potentially beyond repair.  

As a community council of volunteers, we diligently review the planning list of new applications each 

week and highlight those to the community where we feel a comment either way is merited.  We then 

collect the opinions of the community and respond to the application.   We do not reject all applications 

because we don’t want to see development, we are not NIMBYs.  We remain supportive of development 

that works to retain and enhance historic buildings and to grow and enrich our community.   The 

continued drain of precious land resource to the pension pots that many of these private student 

residences are, has been hard to take.   Once the land is lost, it is lost for a generation at least.   

An additional concern is that no planning application and associated consultation would be required in 

the future to convert these private student residences to private flats/betsits.  If the need for student 

places diminishes (I remain unconvinced that all these premises are operating at 100% occupancy) then 

this raises a real and present risk.   

As a community we were promised that the building of private student residences would work to free 

up larger flats for families in the area.  This has most definitely not been the case.  We are seeing a 

continued and sustained increase in the number of HMO licences requested and most of these 

properties are filled by students.  The increased number of private student residences has created a 

student village by stealth.  I walk my son to school and wait at the traffic lights to cross into Kelvinway 

with a group of 30 students most mornings.  Where are his peers and his classmates?  Where is the 

community?   
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Yes, we have chosen to live in this community.  Yes, we expect the vagaries of urban living and embrace 

that.  We did not, however, choose to live in a student village and we are expecting that as a community 

our opinion is heard.  Where is the equity – where is the communities right to appeal?  Where will the 

next block of student residences spring up?  We are beyond saturation, we are a community that is 

under siege.   

 

Our request is threefold and heartfelt.   

1) We request that the Scottish Government introduces the community right of appeal equal to that 

of developers with immediate effect.   

2) We request that GCC adhere to their own City Development Plan (Supplementary Guidance) SG 10: 

Meeting Housing Needs in relation to student accommodation 

Key Criteria – Locational 2.6 The Council will generally support student accommodation in locations 

with good access to university and college facilities by active travel routes and/or public transport and 

where the development:  

a) Will not result in an unacceptable concentration of student accommodation in the locality 

that would be harmful to the maintenance of a balanced community. A map of existing and 

consented student accommodation illustrates existing locations and distribution;  

b) Will have no adverse impact on the character and amenity of the surrounding area; 

3) We request that any existing private student residence blocks need to go through the planning 

consultation process if they wish to become private flats/bedsits in the future.  

Thanks again for your support and we look forward to hearing back from you on how we take our 

requests forward.   

 

Best wishes 

 

Chair Yorkhill and Kelvingrove Community Council 

 

 


