
 

 

Why we need to save Corunna Green Space for Glasgow 
 

 To showcase Glasgow’s architectural heritage 

 To restore St Vincent Crescent’s foreground 

 To protect Glasgow Green Space  

 To improve Glasgow’s health and air quality 

 To protect Glasgow’s leisure amenities   

 To build a community-based future for Glasgow   
 
 
To showcase Glasgow’s architectural heritage 
Finnieston is a visitor magnet. The concerts, trade shows, conferences and sporting events 
at the Hydro and SE Campus attract thousands of people from all over the world. They walk 
between the SE Campus and the many restaurants on Argyle Street. This takes them across 
the conservation area and along one of Glasgow’s architectural jewels, St Vincent Crescent.  
 
St Vincent Crescent snakes for almost half a mile. It is the longest crescent in Britain outside 
Royal Bath. Designed by Glasgow architect, Alexander Kirkland (who ranks alongside 
Mackintosh and ‘Greek’ Thomson), it was completed in 1851. The original design included 
pleasure gardens to the front. (‘The open aspect of the Crescent and the green open space 
afforded by the numerous bowling greens is one of the most important elements of the 
conservation area’s setting.’ Glasgow Heritage & Design Development & Regeneration Services’ 
report of 2005.) 
 
The three bowling greens are all that remain of the pleasure gardens. Protecting them is 
vital in preserving what we still can of the architectural integrity of St Vincent Crescent. If 
one bowling green disappears under residential dwelling, the remaining two greens are 
exposed to a similar fate: the opportunity to keep these leisure facilities for Glasgow’s 
citizens and visitors is lost.  

 
St Vincent Crescent and the bowling greens, with the sheds of Queen's Dock beyond  



 

 

 
To restore the Crescent’s foreground 
Glasgow City Council has recently submitted plans for a Cycle Village scheme for Finnieston, 
Yorkhill and Kelvingrove. The potential £4+ million investment is to improve streetscapes, 
provide cycling facilities, enhance architectural heritage and introduce green elements. 
Corunna Green Space (and the other two bowling greens should they become available) can 
play an integral part in realising this vision. The Crescent already provides a stunning 
backdrop: we have the chance to restore its foreground. 
 
To protect Glasgow Green Space 
The former Corunna Bowling Green is on Glasgow’s map of Protected Green Spaces. 
Glasgow’s West End is already 13% below standard. With the proposed Cycle Village, 
Corunna Green Space could become a picnic area or other type of family-friendly green 
amenity within the Cycle Village. If we lose this, it’s gone forever. 
 

 
 
 
To improve Glasgow’s health and air quality 
Dumbarton Rd, Argyle St and access routes into the Crescent repeatedly exceed air-quality 
targets set by WHO. Maintaining the Corunna Green Space as green space rather than 
building the proposed 39 flats and associated traffic (private cars, bin lorries, online 
deliveries), in what is essentially a cul-de-sac, protects the air quality for citizens. 
 
To protect Glasgow’s leisure amenities 
There were 381 letters of objection: 0 letters of support. This included letters from MP 
Alison Thewliss, MSPs Patrick Harvie and Sandra White, all four Ward 10 councillors, the 
Lord Provost Eva Bolander and Depute Lord Provost Philip Braat, as well as Councillor Angus 
Miller and Bailie Christy. Many objections were submitted by overseas visitors to the area 
who appreciated the beauty of the Crescent and were alarmed to discover that it might be 
compromised. 
 
To build a community-based future for Glasgow  
Local residents have formed a charitable body (Friends of St Vincent Crescent Conservation 
Area) to enhance and preserve the Conservation Area and one key aspect of which is the 
green space. The proposed Cycle Village opens up wonderful possibilities for the area. 
Keeping Corunna Green Space as part of this vision protects Glasgow’s architectural heritage 
and offers exciting opportunities for citizens and visitors to Glasgow. 
 


