
Chairs address

Arriving from Spain I first moved to Kent Road in early 2008, then stayed in Derby street for 3 years 
before moving to Kelvinhaugh St in 2012, where I have happily stayed ever since.  I turned up to a 
community council meeting in 2013, whilst pregnant, as I thought it would be a good thing to get 
involved in while on maternity leave with all the free time I would have (ha!).  It would help me to get 
to know my community better and to feel more grounded and more like I belonged to this fabulous 
part of the city.   Before long I was chair and have held that position for 5 years.  

So much has changed in the nearly 12 years since I first moved to Kent Road.  

Personally, for me I am now a mum and more recently a wife.  Speaking of which I got married in 2018, 
Lee got engaged this year and Anne and Neil just got married.  It’s a love filled place, the community 
council!  As a household we gave up our car in 2014 and we mainly walk, cycle, bus, train or use the 
fantastic co‐wheels community cars for the odd occasion when we need a car.   Over this period one 
by one the couples who live in my block have had a child (or twins in the case of next door) and one 
by one they have felt they need to buy a car, then leave the area and move to the suburbs.  This 
saddens me.  As I feel that this is one of the best areas to be a small person with Kelvingrove park, the 
skate park, the Kelvingrove Gallery, the Kelvinhall facilities which keep getting better and better, the 
Riverside museum, the science centre, access to the Clyde and the Kelvin to cycle and walk.   The local 
primary schools are great and the community is rich and diverse. 

Physically the area has also changed beyond all recognition.  The stretch of commercial premises on 
Argyle Street that runs from Kelvinhaugh St corner down to Finnieston Street is nearly unrecognisable, 
apart from a few stalwarts.  The SSE Hydro opened in September 2013 and has continued to excel as 
a world class venue, bringing with it early and late evening customers for the many commercial 
premises in our area.  It’s also brought anti‐social behaviour, littering and parking issues which we 
have worked hard to deal with.  

We have seen thousands of student bedspaces built and have at times felt like a student village by 
stealth.  The impact of this number of students in a few streets on the existing community along with 
the increasing night time economy cannot be underestimated.  

In 2016 the Clydeside Galvinisers ceased trading and rather than lose the land from the galvinisers to 
yet more student flats, the outdoor space was retained, and the main building refurbished.  This 
coupled with the Arches sad demise in 2015 and more recently in 2018 the fire which destroyed the 
ABC we have seen SWG3 grow from strength to strength.  This has brought positives and negatives 
and we appreciate the strong relationship that SWG3 has developed with the community council. 

The future plans for the community garden space at SWG3 also fill us with great excitement as this 
will be such a positive resource for the local community – in the way that the Hidden Gardens at the 
Tramway are to Pollokshields.  A space for the community, for learning, sharing, being inspired and 
just being. 

What do I feel like I have achieved?  I feel like the community council has grown and flourished, not 
personally my doing, but I hope that the family/team we have built over the last 5 years has in part 
been down to the relaxed and inclusive nature fostered.   



People to thank: 

All the CCs for attending the meetings

Anne – vice chair, cleansing, gala day chef

Neil – Treasurer and cleansing god, gala day guru and chief printer of papers. 

Lee – Secretary, cycling village, liaison with all gcc departments to facilitate the successful delivery of 
the cycling village, eternal optimist and gala day chef

John – Planning expertise

Mandy – Licensing mantel and minutes

Alan – Cycling village, parking a keen, can do capable pair of cc hands

Our councillors for their support and their attendance.  Their patience and their focus.  

Yorkhill Greenspaces for their continued hard work in cleaning up, tidying and planting in our local 
park areas.  

Yorkhill Housing Association and Malcolm Green in particular. 

Yorkhill HA, SWG3, Bike for Good, the Islay Inn, the Mosque and all other local businesses for their 
support to make gala day a success.  

The pavilion staff for setting up and for clearing up after us every third Thursday of the month. 

Things I would like to specifically mention: 

By far the most significant is the success with the Yorkhill and Kelvingrove Cycling Village.  I cannot 
underplay this, the work that we as a community council have put into this and the funding that we 
have brought into our community to make real and necessary change is staggering.  Even more of note 
for me is that we remain with a seat at the table as we progress through to full design and 
implementation – an equal partner with GCC and Sustrans.  We are leading the way on this and it is 
something that we should be incredibly proud of.  Lee’s work to make sure all GCC departments are 
on side and involving us at key points of works adjoining the community has been key.  The cycle 
village work has also had the added benefit of attracting and retaining some very proactive, capable 
and impassioned volunteers from within the community.  

To this end Lee and I will continue to drive forward the Yorkhill and Kelvingrove Cycling Village through 
looking to create the Yorkhill and Kelvingrove Community Development Trust with some of those 
volunteers.  This organisation would continue to work in close proximity with the community council, 
but would take the organisational format to enable us to access additional funding opportunities and 
look at achieve wider potential development.  



Thoughts, hopes and dreams for the future – standing down as chair I will leave you with my hopes 
and dreams for this area.  How do I want it to look in 5 years’ time when this young man will be turning 
11 and probably taller than me? 

A totally changed streetscape giving priority to those who walk, who ride bikes, scooters, in 
wheelchairs.  A streetscape where Luca can get around on his own safely whether walking or on 
wheels (or hoverboards, who knows what is next!?) A cultural rewriting of the language around 
bicycles and the people who can use them – so that they really are for everyone.  Attractive spaces to 
stop and sit and just be in the street.  Slowing everything down.   Quieter streets, less traffic noise, but 
more lively streets in terms of people and the sounds of children playing. 

Yorkhill Hospital Site – zero carbon, low car usage development.  Mixed and human/tenemental scale 
housing to include social, mid‐market and family housing, Passive Haus new builds of tenemental 
scale.  

A recognition from Glasgow City Council that developers cannot be allowed to use the fact that the 
current primary schools are at capacity as a reason not to build family accommodation. 

Kelvinhall Swimming Pool as a legacy project from 2023 World Championships  

Finnieston Train station to be a reality on the horizon, this remains a longer‐term goal than 5 years.  


