
   

 

                   

 

 

Minutes of the meeting 

held on 18 November 2019 

AGM at 6.30pm 

followed by 

Monthly meeting at 7.00pm 

at 

Kelvingrove Lawn & Tennis Pavilion 

Present: 

Community Councillors: Wendy Shaw (chair) A. McPherson (Vice Chair), Lee Grant 
(secretary) N. McPherson (treasurer), J. Gerrard, A. Black. Eleanor Courtney. 

Councillors: Eva Bolander  

Members of the public in attendance: 12  

Apologies: 

Christy Mearns-McCloud, Angus Millar, Philip Braat. Mandy and James Davidson 

Annual General Meeting 

1. Chairperson’s opening remarks, attendance and apologies 

Wendy Shaw welcomed everyone to AGM meeting and put in the apologies. 

This was Wendy’s last meeting as Chair. 

Overview 

Wendy moved to Glasgow in 2008. Joined the Community Council in 2013 

and has been Chair for 5 years. Personal celebrations within the group in 

2018 and 2019 were noted. Wendy commented that their family has been ‘car 

free since 2014 and walk, cycle and use public transport (and community car 

club if necessary). It is observed that families typically move out to suburbia 

despite the area having amazing resources and a rich and diverse 

community. The area has changed beyond recognition in the last few years 

with commercial businesses, the Hydro (opening 2013) etc. The Community 

council has been active in making thee development work for our community. 

The impact of the increasing student accommodation / student population 

appearing by stealth in the areas has been challenging and the community 

has shown resilience in the face of these developments. 

The Galvanisers plot purchased by SWG3 is growing from strength to 

strength and the strong relationship between SWG3 and the community is 

applauded. In addition to a music venue, SWG3 has created community 

learning, sharing and being opportunities with positive future growth.  
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What has been achieved:  

The Community Council has grown and flourished with a relaxed and 

inclusive, positive approach. Wendy thanked all Community Councillors for 

their input. Special mention to Anne as vice Chair and for involvement in 

cleansing and as Gala day chef. Neil as Treasurer, cleansing lead, Gala Day 

co-ordinator and for printing. Lee as a super secretary with many talents, 

great vision and optimism. John for work on planning which requires regular 

focus and being on top of all issues. John has defended the area consistently 

over a long time. Mandy for similar duties to John around licensing, Alan for 

helping as required with everything from gala day, parking and cycle village 

activities. Councillors for attendance and support, focus and patience. Also 

mentioned: Yorkhill Green Spaces, Yorkhill Housing Association, engagement 

by SWG3, Fight for Good, Islay Inn and all business that provide support, also 

Pavilion staff and all members of the public in the area that attend meetings 

and support the Community Council.  

Most significant success  

The Yorkhill and Kelvingrove Cycling Village. The work put in and the funding 

brought in to improve the area to bring real and necessary change to the area. 

Of significance is that the community Council are equal partners in and 

ongoing partnership with the City Council and SusTrans and the consultation 

work with the community has been key. Lee and Wendy will continue to drive 

these developments forward through creating a Community Trust to lead the 

way. The Trust will be supported by proactive volunteers. The Yorkhill and 

Kelvingrove Community Trust will work closely with the Community Council 

but will remain a separate body in order to gain access to additional funding 

and for wider potential development of the area. 

Hopes and dreams 

In five years’ time, it is hoped that priorities will have changed and a changed 

street scape for pedestrians and wheeled users that is safe for everyone 

including children. Wendy would like to see a cultural change around the 

cycling narrative e.g. you don’t need to be “a cyclist” to get on a bike. The 

desire would be to slow everything down and create attractive places to come 

to, stop and sit. Noise reduction i.e. quieter streets in terms of traffic and more 

people and children. Yorkhill children’s hospital site being developed, or at 

least as a start, aiming for zero carbon, low vehicle use and mixed use human 

tenemental scale properties offering social and mid-market family housing – 

something really aspirational. It is desired that the City Council do not  bow 

developers pointing to the current recognition that schools in the area are at 

capacity and allow developers to build one and two bedroom properties on the 

site instead of housing that encourages and enable families to stay in the 

area. In the longer term, it is hoped that redevelopment / opening of a 

‘Finnieston station’ will gain more attention on the political agenda. 

 



Treasurer’s report: At 6th November 2019.  

Balance:  

£3,776.07 

Income: 

Area map £650  

Cycling Village £5295 

Gala day £2976.34   

Community Council £765 

Surplus: 

Cycling Village £650 

Area map £128 

Gala day £781.34 

Gala day spending was higher this year without full support of Yorkhill. It was 

necessary to hire a barbecue, bain-maries etc Picnic tables and hardware to 

secure the park were also purchased. 

Councillors have copy of Ledger for a full assessment. 

More comprehensive detail includes: £4100 for artwork and video related to 

the Cycling Village bid. Catering costs and and a consultation cost relating to 

the cycle Village, consumables £55, a £300 donation to the Children’s 

Hospital. £507 was spent on Gala day assets e.g. banners, fencing, tables 

and goal posts which can be used in the future. Miscellaneous: £94. Other 

costs included hire for the Gala day marquees and power amounting to £2300 

and, printing in the last year was particularly high including items for the Gala 

day, parking and the cycling village consultations amounting the £1345. Costs 

for refreshments was £101 and included the yearly social and venue hire for 

meetings.  Everything is looking very healthy. No questions and Committee 

approved the accounts. 

Community Council nominations and appointments 

Lee Handlin introduced himself on behalf of the City Council and as the 

independent returning officer for the Yorkhill and Kelvingrove Community 

Council election process. There was no contest for election this year and were 

thirteen nominations out of a potential fifteen places advertised. Nominated 

and appointed are the following: 

Wendy Shaw, Lee Grant, Anne McPherson  Neil McPherson, James 

Davidson, John Gerrard, Dawn McKeen, Mohammed Nissar, Alan Black, 

Eleanor Courtney, Gary O’Donnell, Mandy Reid, Harry Sahota all successfully 

nominated. Lee expressed that the contribution and ongoing work by 

Community Council members being done for the benefit of the community 

was greatly appreciated. Going on to appointment of office bearers (requiring 

proposer and seconder): 

Chair: Wendy nominated Anne McPherson (seconded by Neil McPherson). 

Vice Chair: Anne nominated Alan Black (seconded by Neil McPherson). 



Anne McPherson asked if the post of secretary could be job shared. Lee 

responded that if two parties were in agreement, this would be possible. 

Secretaries: Anne McPherson Proposed Lee Grant and Eleanor Courtney 

(seconded by Wendy Shaw) 

Minutes Secretary: Mandy Reid (not present). Anne McPherson and Wendy 

Shaw confirmed that Mandy had agreed to accept this role and subsequently 

proposed and seconded in her absence. 

Treasurer: Anne McPherson nominated Neil McPherson (seconded by 

Wendy Shaw) 

Planning Contact: John Gerrard (proposed and seconded by all) 

Licensing contact: Mandy Reid 

Area Partnership contact: John Gerrard with Eleanor Courtney as stand in 

(proposed by Anne McPherson and seconded by Wendy Shaw) 

Lee thanked all for standing for the Community Council and report back that 

all posts have been filled. Noted good practice of sharing out the tasks. Wish 

success over the next four years. Be seeing John more as Lee now working 

with the Area Partnership. All in attendance applauded Lee’s input. 

Appointment of Independent examiner of accounts: Margaret Gillespie 

Associate members: Malcolm Green and Artur Steiner 

Next AGM will be held 15th October 2020. 

Before commencing agenda for community council meeting, Lee Grant was 

asked to provide information relating to the cycle village project. The following 

was noted: 

The cycle village won a significant amount of money. As part of that, the CC 

will be receiving a sum in the hundreds of thousand of pounds. The intention 

is to grow and invest this money, not only in the four years over which the 

cycle village project will run and provide infrastructure but to support the 

behavioural change aspects that will bring sustainable change and investment 

in the community. As such a Development Trust, to be an independent charity  

is being set up, the Yorkhill and Kelvingrove Development Trust to move 

the aspirations of the community forward.  As such, Lee asked that this to be 

formally proposed (proposed by Wendy Shaw and seconded by Anne 

McPherson). Anne asked if anyone wished to join the Trust. (name unknown, 

9 Blackie Street). 

AOB 

John Gerrard: the Pyramid (including in following meeting) 

John Henderson re environmental monitoring (Anne to create a spot in the 

meeting following) 

AGM concluded. 



Community Council Meeting 

 

1. Community Police Report 

Main issues, several house break ins in the previous month. A lot of theft of 

unattended items. Literature brought along to meeting to help prevention. 

Huge increase of bike thefts in area. Groups of youths / children -  organised 

crime albeit at a small level (not just in this area but across Glasgow). The 

operate in groups, know what brands looking for. Owners are spend 

thousands of pounds on bikes but not on appropriate poor security – easy to 

use wire cutters on chains and padlocks. Some bike racks have cameras but 

kids wear hoods. Leaving bikes in closes also vulnerable. 

Coming up to Christmas, be aware of pick pockets. 

Mobile phones – as reported on national news. Typical scenario: putting a 

paper of map on table, engaging in conversation then lifting the phone when 

they leave. 

Sexual crimes – Byres road in particular. Advice, particularly in universities, 

including things like females walk in pairs etc. 

 

Questions: 

Crimes in Kelvingrove Street e.g. stabbing. 

Kelvingrove Park has been talked about at length. Five officers to cover the 

area and in frequent attendance in the park. Have requested extra resource. 

Officers injured as a result of occurrence in the park. Difficult to prevent as 

social media create congregation of large groups. 

Drugs. Two drug overdoses within two weeks. Drug overdoses and deaths 

have increased greatly across the city. 

Steiner School: youths climbing on scaffolding and breaking down fence and 

drinking alcohol. Reported to site and they were not bothered. Asked 

developers to provide better security. Also concern about use of drugs at the 

site. EC noted that informing the HSE could help as the contractor has a 

responsible to keep their sites secure. 

Area at Gilmour Street / path to Centurion Way being used as a toilet by taxi 

drivers, people leaving SWG3 etc.  

An enquiry about a cycle chained to stairs was directed to factor to remove as 

fire hazard. 

 

2. Planning sub-committee and Community Planning reports  

Nothing has happened in planning at this time. 

 

Community Partnership meeting arranged  

Items requested to be discussed: Police Scotland – public engagement and 

service, second about public parades and processions. 

Request why police not attending meetings for long periods 

Ask why police under resourced in the area. 



Ask if more policing in the park can be made during the summer. Families 

can’t use the park in the summer because of the problems with alcohol, drugs 

and violence. 

Request more information about better information of when parades are going 

to occur, roads closed etc. 316 parades in Glasgow per year. 

Ongoing Planning matters 

Issues with Peugeot garage site. The trees promised when planning 

permission was granted are now not evident in the public realm. Now 

foundations have been laid up to the pavement. It seems that the trees were 

just inside the private site and it is desired that the City Planning be clearer 

about this. The conversations that occurred at the planning meeting where the 

development was reviewed. 

Placemaking as part of City Planning considers the role of trees in 

developments and streetscapes. 

The container development site at Argyle Street discussed. Once building 

started, can delay progress significantly. 

3. Cleansing Sub Committee Report 

Fly tipping Corunna Street 

Neighbourhood Community Liaison Officer, Francine O’Rourke. 

Bins haven’t been locked and businesses consulted. Seven bins on the street. 

Unsafe closes have meant that they have been left on the street. 

The situation has been monitored over long periods but nothing is changing. 

A long discussion on options and the possibility of holding owners 

accountable for finding solutions to remove bins permanently left on the 

street. 

Smile Dentistry (27C St Vincent Crescent) not permitted council bins. Eva 

Bolander noted that businesses are obliged to organise their own 

arrangements for uplift. 

New wheelie bin provision: new bins don’t fit bin stores. Roofs from bin 

stores need to be removed to enable use of bins. Request to report issues.  

Bin collections: system bedding in. diary green bins 7-8 days, blue bins 

averaging 16 days, grey bins are an issue. If city council wishes to discourage 

food waste to not go to landfill, we need to do better. 

Steiner School. Build up of mud on Overnewton Street which is also 

preventing drainage in gullies. 

 



Fireworks debris left in Overnewton Square. Advocate the ban of fireworks 

in public place.  Cleansing operatives unable to clear bonfire materials e.g. 

Hawick Street due to youths’ unsociable behaviour. 

 

4. Cycle Village update 

City Deal is a partnership between the UK and Scottish Governments and the 

City Council. As a result of the Cycle Village, there will be major 

improvements for Dumbarton Road to Dalnair Street and Ferry Road to 

Benalder Street and Bunhouse Road. This has gone out to contract and the 

work is anticipated to start in early 2020. The plans have been viewed and 

include high quality features for instance, responding to disability requests 

and providing good materials around Kelvin Hall. This Phase of the Cycle 

Village will be in place by the end of next year (2020).  

Attendance at Yorkhill Housing Association AGM which was a positive and 

productive meeting in relation to these changes. 

Next Phase will involve Old Dumbarton Road from Firebird to Elena’s. There 

was a consultation event in September for residents and businesses which 

was well attended. Requests reflect needs of different groups e.g. a seat on 

Dalnair Street which is steep to walk up and pavements at Lumsden Street to 

facilitate crossing. 

Meetings with the Council have been held. The architect involved with the 

project has been helpful. Plans will take in Old Dumbarton Road, Lumsden 

Street, Arthur Street, Hastie Street and Blackie Street. The design will be 

consistent across the area but different options at key points will be presented 

and input from local residents and business will be reflected. A walk around is 

planned. Issues related to drainage (addressing things like the flooding 

outside Dukes) will be considered noting that drainage matters are particularly 

costly. 

Scottish Power have expressed interest in being involved in developments 

e.g. potential to provide things like electric charging points. Talks with Scottish 

Water are about to start around the provision of drinking fountains. This would 

also enable businesses to water planters. The aim is to be as self sufficient as 

possible within the area. 

During the first part of 2020 will also see work around Blantyre Street, 

Bunhouse Road and Ferry Road with the production of wall murals. Ideas and 

related designs by local artists will go out to public consultation. 

The first meeting with SusTrans and Glasgow City Council has been held and 

was productive: established governance structure. Charity status is required 

which will take three months and allow creation of Development Trust which 

will fund and grow the money already awarded and allow partnership with 

businesses and match funding. 



Meantime, quick wins include drop kerbs or raised tables for every street 

where significant works are not planned. Also intend to accelerate plans for 

cycle storage.  

 

5. Talk on environmental monitoring by John Henderson (resident 

Kelvingrove Street) 

Started looking at ways to monitor noise which has become prevalent in 

summertime with events in Kelvingrove Park. 

Smart Citizen have produced an environmental monitor which monitors noise 

and also things like light, humidity, particulate matter etc.  

All data is available on the website to monitor. It is suggested that if we could 

have several of these over the area, it could provide information not only of 

our environment but around the benefits and/or effectiveness of Cycle Village. 

The device cost around £100 and sits on window sill. 

There is the potential to compare with official data. It has been used in Europe 

e.g. Barcelona (noise), Amsterdam (nuclear material).  

Data can be viewed at: Smartcitizen.me/kit/9876 – Google will take you 

straight to the website. 

6. Update by Eva Bolander  

Yorkhill Hospital  

Four years ago NHS and Futures Trust Scotland raised the matter of making 

the site available for development. Meeting with Ken McQueen. 

There is a strong desire / need for social housing but this depends on the cost 

of the land and the price may be prohibitive for this purpose. Asking not to be 

sold to the highest bidder but to allow responsible development. It is believed 

that that site is to be sold in parcels of land. A master plan is proposed. 

Ambition to support green credentials, passive housing etc. 

Sandra White MSP is also involved in discussions. 

JG noted prospective Scottish government changes to planning policy. If 

possible everything Zero Carbon. 

Agreed the Yorkhill site would be impressive opportunity for the City Council 

to present itself positively in light of the Climate Change Summit to be held in 

Glasgow in 2020. Currently, the NHS are still using the facilities on site. 

Details of the Climate Change Summit (COP26) 

Date commencing: 19th November 2020 

On the week before there will be plenary sessions and other activities. 



A six week ‘build period’ prior to the event across the area. 

This event will be larger than the event held in Madrid. There will be 

communications on the run up to the event and security arrangements. 

Economic development: for every pound spent on events in the city, 70 is 

returned. This is not always appreciated when disruption is experienced by 

residents. 

LG asked about events in Kelvingrove Park – a fantastic resource. What are 

the opportunities to reinvest some of the money in the park. Eva will check out 

how the levy allowed is used. 

Glasgow has grown as being an accessible city and there is a case for 

communities to benefit from this e.g. Commonwealth Games, European 

Championships etc. 

Consultation of parades and processions. 

Responses sought from community councils. 

Housing 

Office blocks in the city are being returned to housing use. Mixed 

developments are encouraged. 

Because the Yorkhill site is so big, public realm design and materials used in 

the Cycle Village aims to use this as a ‘marker’ for any development proposed 

for the site. Also to protect Yorkhill Park and any encroachment that may 

occur.  

Issues around materials used for housing was challenged. Noted that being a 

conservation area doesn’t always prevent poor materials being used. 

7. Call for any other business 

John Gerrard announce that The Pyramid would be running a series of film 

shows for the benefit of everyone who cares to attend. LG offered to put the 

details on the YoKeCoCo website. 

Question raised around publicising dates of meetings and consultations. 

Efforts are being made to keep everyone up to date through various means: 

website, Facebook and posters for closes are awaiting completion before 

being distributed. 

Eva has noted that money may be available to redevelop unused spaces. 

Infor is on Eva’s Facebook page and LG indicated details would be made 

available via YoKeCoCo. 

Christmas Social: Wednesday 11th December 2019 7 – 9pm 

 

END 


