
 

Yorkhill and Kelvingrove Community Council 

Our objection to the licensing of the Elfingrove Christmas Event 
containing ice rink, Ferris wheel, food and drink area and recorded 
music – Ref PEL01066 and PEL01067 

Has Glasgow City Council carried out a Human Rights Impact 
Assessment on this event and its site in front of the Kelvingrove Art 
Gallery? If so, please publish it. If not, why not? Since it impacts 
Council Tax payers lives in a very negative way. 

Elvingrove brings little to our area but problems. If it has to take place, 
why does it have to take place in a residential area when there is a car 
park behind the art gallery where it could take place with the art gallery 
building blocking out any possible noise and light pollution to the 
residents on Argyle Street and surrounding streets? 

At our September meeting, eight residents who live on Argyle Street 
opposite the Kelvingrove Art Gallery attended to discuss “Elvingrove” 
and the effect this event has on their lives. 

Residents’ issues are: 

 When the set up takes place, lorries park on the residential side 
of Argyle Street and sit with their engines running early in the 
morning when people are still trying to sleep. 

 The recorded music plays from very early in the morning until 
the lights go out at night. Even if the music changes throughout 
the day, this is intrusive especially when people continue to work 
from home, and in households with children who need to be able 
to go to sleep early in the evening. There will be further noise 
pollution from the proposed Ferris wheel which will carry further 
should it be part of the “top of the wheel experience”. This noise 
pollution has a negative effect on the residents and their 
mental health. 



 Residents have to put up with light pollution from the event. This 
is not constant but is flashing lights throughout the day and 
evening. As the event takes place in the winter when daylight is at 
a minimum, the effect on people’s health is immense. This has an 
effect on children’s ability to sleep and residents have to go to 
the extra expense of putting up blackout curtains to try to cut down 
on the amount of pollution. 

Residents would like to see the Elvingrove moved to the car park if it is 
to be a “permanent” event so that they can enjoy their homes as per the 
Human Rights Act 1998 –  

Article 8: Right to respect for private and family life - Everyone has the 
right to respect for his private and family life, his home and his 
correspondence. And  

The First Protocol - The First Protocol: Article 1: Protection of property - 
Every natural or legal person is entitled to the peaceful enjoyment 
of his possessions. No one shall be deprived of his possessions 
except in the public interest and subject to the conditions provided for by 
law and by the general principles of international law. 

Issues for the community 

The issues that the community face include those that the residents face 
– noise and light pollution as well as excessive litter as well as 
illegal and dangerous parking by people attending the event. At a 
meeting that took place on 21 September between Glasgow Life, 
Glasgow City Council and Community Councillors, Elvingrove was 
discussed. The issues we are raising here were raised at that meeting, 
including the issue of the documented illegal and dangerous parking that 
takes place in Yorkhill and Kelvingrove whenever there are events in the 
park, at the bandstand and at the Art Gallery.  

It would seem that the cost to the organisers of such events do not cover 
the litter pick up needed to keep the area clean, nor does it cover 
traffic wardens working evenings as well as weekends.  

The area in front of the Art Gallery needs to be re-grassed every year 
after this event paid for by Council tax payers not the organisers of the 
event. This is a “for profit” event and as such as percentage of that 
profit should be part of the cost to the organisers to pay for the 
“safety and cleanliness of the community” as well as putting the site 
back to what it was before the event took place. The way we see it, 



there is no benefit to the community it is situated in. Our residential 
streets are part of that community. Kelvingrove Art Gallery may be in 
the Hillhead Community Council area but it is Yorkhill and Kelvingrove 
Community Council area that has all the problems with this event.  

Therefore we would want Glasgow City Council to seriously consider the 
licensing of this event taking into consideration the noise and light 
pollution that residents have to suffer and that in future years, if it must 
go ahead, the event will only take place in the car park at the back of the 
Art Gallery which will cause minimal noise and light pollution to council 
tax paying residents on Argyle Street and other surrounding residential 
streets. 

 

Mandy Reid 

Community Councillor 

 


